United States Department of the Interior

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Reston, Virginia 20192

In Reply Refer To:
Mail Stop 590

December 1, 2008

Richard Butgereit, GIS Administrator
Florida Statewide GIS Steering Committee
Florida Division of Emergency Management
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard.

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100

Dear Mr. Butgereit:

The Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Secretariat strongly supports Florida’s efforts
to develop and implement a Strategic Plan for Statewide Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
Coordination. I applaud the Florida GIS Steering Committee’s initiative and effort which has
resulted in completion of the Strategic Plan; a plan whose implementation will be vital to
effective program coordination. With the vision and goals clearly established in the Strategic
Plan, we look forward to the successful achievement of these goals as Florida’s plan moves
forward.

Florida’s effort to broaden geospatial coordination is the keystone of effective Federal- State
geospatial coordination and collaboration. The FGDC values Florida’s statewide geospatial
coordination because it leverages scarce resources and ensures that high quality digital map

information is available for Floridians and the Nation.

The FGDC 1s committed to advancing our nation’s geospatial resources by working in
partnership with Florida. If I can be of assistance on this matter please feel free to contact me.

My office phone is (703) 648-5752.
Sincerely,

Ivan B. DeLoatch
Staff Director
Federal Geographic Data Committee



